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the care of the Queen, he   was   accommodated   within   a fitting pavilion; and thence went forth to   survey  the   city and   all   its   edifices,   once   so   sacred,   and   at    eventide returned in state to his pavilion.
The   Jain   devotees  could   endure   it   no   longer,   but presented themselves before the King with sad countenance. 'Why are you so sad?' said he.   'Your   majesty,   this   day into your royal city of Madura the   Saiva   Brahman   child from Srikazhi in the Chola land, reputed to have   received divine wisdom, has arrived, borne aloft in   a   litter   inlaid with pearls, with his attendant devotees, to conquer us  in argument; and we are resolved by our   magic   incantations to burn him in his pavilion.   He shall   either  flee  or  be consumed'.    'So do',   said   the   bewildered   King,   and  in great perturbation, sought his   chamber.   The  Queen   saw his distress, inquired its cause,   and   was   told  the  whole affair.    She replied: 'Lord of my   life,   be  not  angry;  if both parties hold a disputation, we will   listen,   and  join ourselves, as is fitting, to the conquering side'.   The King assented, and his excitement was calmed. The Jain devotees \\ere not idle.    By their machinations the Saint's   pavilion was set on fire.    But can any evil charms, prevail   against those who devoutly chant the mystic   'five   syllables?*  The fire refused to burn.   The Jains, confounded and in despair. now set fire to' the  building on all sides.   Sambandhar. of course, was unharmed bv the  flames, which   he   quenched with sacred verses;0  but thinking that the king was the an hor of the treachery, he prayed and sent a burning plague into the frame of the king, who was soon in extreme agony from a consuming fever.   The Queen and prime minister hastened to    him     the court    physicians   canx   and    administerede   happily under the shadow of the sacred
